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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communication: amendment filed 14 December 2005, with 
an original application filed 04 December 2001, with acknowledgement of foreign application 
filing date of 08 December 1999. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-26 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1, 7, 8, 14, and 21 
are independent claims. Claims 1, 5, 7, 8, 9, 13, and 14, have been amended. Claims 21-26 are 
new. Claim 4, has been cancelled 

3. Amendments to the claims are accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but have not 
been found persuasive. The previous rejection has been amended to account for modifications to 
the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3 and 5-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sehr U.S. Patent No. 6,085,976 (hereinafter '976) in further view of Hoshino et al. U.S. Patent 
No. 6,088,680 (hereinafter '680). 
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As to independent claim 1, "A right-information distribution method comprising the 
steps of: generating right information and verification information for authenticating the 
validity of a portable electronic device when the right information is stored in said portable 
electronic device generating a right code, by encrypting the right information and the 
verification information" is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 1-40; 

"wherein said right code is provided to a user offline" is shown in '976 col. 6, 
lines 1-14 (Note: it is inherent that "right code" has the same meaning as "account numbers", 
"security key", "access codes", "validation codes", "confirmation numbers", "biometric 
information" known in the art that are provided to a user through many mechanisms such as in 
writing, live by a user, live by a sensor, which could be considered "offline" see" ACCESS 
CONTROL col. 18 lines 1-56) ; 

"decrypting the right code inputted into the portable electronic device and using the 
verification information to authenticate the right information based on the decrypted right 
code; and storing the authenticated right information in said portable electronic device" is 
disclosed in c 976 col. 6, lines 23-39; 

"the generated right code being represented in at least one of an audible and visible 
form to input the right code into said portable electronic device by a user" is taught in '976 
col. 6, lines 16-51; 

the following is not taught in '976: "communicating the right code communicated to said 
first portable electronic device by wirelessly coupling a second portable electronic device to 
said first portable electronic device, wherein said portable electronic device is operable 
independent of a connection status of said second portable electronic device" however '680 
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teaches "In light of the above problems, an object of this invention is to provide an automatic toll 
adjusting system, in addition to a storage medium with a radio communication function, a 
frequency converting apparatus, a writing apparatus, a settling apparatus, a depositing apparatus, 
and an inquiring apparatus all used for the automatic toll adjusting system, which system and 
apparatus can realize ticketless toll adjustment or toll adjustment requiring no stopping of a 
vehicle, allow the user to voluntarily select a toll pre-payment or a toll post-payment to improve 
service for the user of a toll road, and strengthen security to cope with wrongful, fraudulent, 
invalid or improper use or data falsification ... a first toll payment system for exchanging 
information with the storage medium by radio communication at a first predetermined frequency 
to automatically adjust a toll in a first toll payment system, and a toll adjusting gate employing a 
second toll payment system for exchanging information with the storage medium by radio 
communication at a second predetermined frequency to automatically adjust a toll in the second 
toll payment system" in col. 3, lines 6-31. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify a method taught in '976 to include a means to update the portable device 
independently of connection status. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to perform such a modification to speed the system of using portable devices see '680 (col. 1, 
lines 48 et seq.) "As an adjusting system for tolls, an unmanned entrance/exit tollhouse, or an 
entrance and exit toll houses both of which are unmanned, or a system in which toll adjustment 
necessitating no stopping of a passing vehicle at a tollhouse are not yet generalized. If such a 
system becomes possible, it will be helpful to solve traffic jams at the tollhouse, save labor, etc.". 
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As to dependent claim 2, "wherein the right information includes information which 
permits admission to a predetermined place" is taught in '976 col. 4, lines 44-52. 

As to dependent claim 3, "wherein said portable electronic device is an integrated 
circuit card" is taught in '976 col. 6, lines 16-18. 

As to dependent claim 5, "wherein the storing of the right information is performed 
when said first portable electronic device and said second portable electronic device are 
electromagnetically coupled each other" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 16-38 

As to dependent claim 6, "further comprising the steps of: inputting a first right 
code added to the right information, and an identification number for returning the right 
information to a source of the right information" is shown in '976 col. 6, lines 1-14; 

"and after confirming the input first right code and the input identification number, 
confirming an offline providable second right code for returning the right information to 
said source of the right information, and invalidating said first right code" is disclosed in 
£ 976 col. 9, lines 15-19. 

As to independent claim 7, "A right-information distribution method for 
transferring right information from a first portable electronic device to a second portable 
electronic device" is taught in '976 col. 9, lines 15-19; 

"the right-information distribution method comprising the steps of: generating the 
right information and verification information for authenticating the validity of said first 
portable electronic device when the right information is stored in said first portable 
electronic device; generating a first right code, by encrypting the right information and the 
verification information" is disclosed in '976 col. 3, lines 1-40; 
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"wherein said right code is provided to a user offline" is taught in '976 col. 6, 
lines 1-14; 

"enabling the user to wirelessly input the first right code and identification number 
of said second portable electronic device directly into said first portable electronic device, 
the generated right code being represented in at least one of an audible and visible form to 
input the right code into said portable electronic device by a user" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, 
lines 16-51; 

"confirming the wireless input of the first right code and the wireless input of the 
identification number; invalidating the first right code and generating a second right code, 
which is provided offline" is shown in '976 teaches in col. 21, lines 12-27; 

"enabling the user to input the second right code into said second portable 
electronic device of a second connection status of said second portable electronic device, the 
generated right code being represented in at least one of an audible and visible form to 
input the right code into said second portable electronic device by a user" is disclosed in 
'680 col. 3, lines 6-31; 

"decoding the offline-provided second right code into the portable electronic device 
and authenticating the decoded second right code; and storing, the right information 
included in the authenticated second right code" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 23-39. 

As to independent claim 8, "An information distribution system comprising: a 
portable electronic device; and an information management apparatus configured to store 
(i) right information that indicates a predetermined right and (ii) device information 
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corresponding to said portable electronic device that indicates, to whom a right belongs" is 
taught in '976 col. 3, lines 1-40; 

"wherein said information distribution system manages the location of said 
predetermined right by updating the right information stored by said information 
management apparatus and the device information indicating to whom said right: belongs; 
said information management apparatus comprises: information holding means for 
holding the right information" is shown in £ 976 col. 5, lines 11-54; 

"access means for recording the transfer of said predetermined right to said 
portable electronic device by accessing said information holding means and updating the 
right information held by said information holding means" is shown in '976 col. 5, 
lines 48-67; 

"encryption means for generating encrypted information by using a code unique to 
said portable electronic device to encrypt the device information indicating to whom said 
right belongs to be in an offline providable form; and information providing means for 
providing said portable electronic device with the encrypted information so that the 
encrypted information passes through an offline channel at least once; and said portable 
electronic device comprises: a power supply; is disclosed in c 976 teaches in col. 6, lines 1-51. 

"input means for wirelessly accepting the input of the encrypted information into 
said portable electronic device independently of a connection status of said portable 
electronic device, the generated encrypted information represented to a user in at least one 
of an audible and visible form; decryption means for decrypting the encrypted information 
using said unique code and outputting the information indicating to whom said right 
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belongs; recording means for recording the output information indicating to whom said 
right belongs; and information output means for using a predetermined access means to 
output the recorded information indicating to whom said right belongs" is taught in '680 
col. 3, lines 6-31. 

As to dependent claim 9, is substantially similar to claim 2 and is rejected along the 
same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 10, "wherein said information management apparatus 
executes billing in response to the provision of the encrypted information by said 
information providing means" is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 56-67. 

As to dependent claim 11, "wherein: said portable electronic device comprises: 
information generating means for generating information for requesting the transfer of 
said right based on the information recorded in said recording means" is shown in c 976 
col. 9 lines 15-19; 

"encryption means for generating encrypted transfer information by using a code 
unique to encrypt the information for requesting the transfer of said right so that the 
encrypted transfer information is provided offline; control means for controlling the 
accessing of the information recorded in said recording means in response to the 
encryption by said encryption means; and output means for outputting the encrypted 
transfer information so that the encrypted transfer information passes through an offline 
channel at least once; and said information management apparatus further comprises a 
decryption means for decrypting the encrypted transfer information, and updates right 
information which corresponds to the output of said decryption means by using said access 
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means to access said information holding means in response to the output of said 
decryption means" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 1-52. 

As to dependent claim 12, "wherein said information management apparatus 
executes billing in response to the provision of the encrypted information by the 
information providing means, and changes the billing in response to the encrypted transfer 
information" is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 56-67. 

As to dependent claim 13, "wherein: said portable electronic device comprises: 
encryption means for generating second encrypted information based on the information 
recorded in said recording means by using a code unique to a second portable electronic 
device so that the second encrypted information is provided offline; control means for 
controlling the accessing of the information recorded in said recording means in response 
to the encryption by said encryption means; and output means for outputting the second 
encrypted information so that the second encrypted information is provided to the other 
portable electronic device" is shown in '976 col. 9, lines 15-19; 

"after passing through an offline channel at least once; and the second portable 
electronic device performs the processing of the second encrypted information, which is 
identical to the processing of the encrypted information by said portable electronic device" 
is shown in '976 col. 5, line 12 through col. 6, line 52. 

As to independent claim 14, "An information management method for, updating 
right information held by an information management apparatus and for recording in a 
portable electronic device information indicating to whom said right belongs, managing 
said right so as to be exercised when said portable electronic device is with a user, wherein 



Application/Control Number: 09/729,569 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2134 

said information management method controls said information management apparatus to 
perform the steps of is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 1-40; 

"generating encrypted information to be in an offline providable form using a code 
unique to said portable electronic device to encrypt the information indicating to whom 
said right belongs" is shown in '976 col. 6, lines 1-14; 

"providing the encrypted information so that the encrypted information passes 
through an offline channel at least once; and" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 23-39; 

"enabling the wireless input of said encrypted information into said portable 
electronic device independently of a connection status of said portable electronic device, the 
generated encrypted information represent in at least one of an audible and visible form" is 
taught in '680 col. 3, lines 6-31. 

As to dependent claim 15, "wherein the billing is performed in response to the 
provision of the encrypted information" is disclosed in '976 teaches in col. 3, lines 57-67. 

As to dependent claim 16, "wherein said information management method controls 
said portable electronic device to perform the steps of generating encrypted transfer 
information by using a unique code to encrypt information for requesting the transfer of 
said right so that the encrypted transfer information is provided offline; and preventing the 
information indicating to whom said right belongs from being output, and transmitting the 
encrypted transfer information to said information management apparatus so that the 
encrypted transfer information passes through the offline channel at least once" is disclosed 
in '976 col. 6, lines 1-15. 
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As to dependent claim 17, "wherein said information management method controls 
said image management apparatus to peiform the steps of executing a billing process in 
response to the provision of the encrypted information; and changing said billing process in 
response to the encrypted transfer information" is taught in c 976 col. 3, lines 56-67. 

As to dependent claim 18, "wherein said information management method controls 
said portable electronic device to perform the steps of: generating second encrypted 
information based on the information indicating to whom said right belongs by using a 
code unique to another portable electronic device so that the second encrypted information 
is provided offline; and providing the second encrypted information to the other portable 
electronic device so that the second encrypted information passes through the offline 
channel at least once; and outputting the second encrypted information and preventing the 
information indicating to whom said right belongs from being output" is shown in '976 col. 
5, line 12 through col. 6, line 52. 

As to dependent claims 19 and 20, these claims are substantially similar to claims 2 and 
3 therefore they are rejected along the same rationale. 

As to independent claim 21, "A method of distributing information, the method 
comprising: providing a first portable device; generating right information representative 
of a user right; generating verification information for authenticating the validity of the 
right information and the first portable electronic device; storing the right information and 
the verification information on the first portable device" is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 1-40; 

"encrypting the right information and the verification information to generate a 
right code" is shown in c 976 col. 6, lines 1-39; 
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"providing a second portable device, the second portable device configured to 
wirelessly communicate with the portable device; inputting the right code into the second 
portable device and wirelessly communicating decrypting the right information and the 
verification information based on the right code communicated to the first portable 
electronic device" is disclosed in '976 col. 9, lines 15-19; 

"and utilizing the verification information to authenticate the right information 
stored on the first portable electronic device; and storing the authenticated right 
information on the first portable electronic device" is shown in '680 col. 3, lines 1-31. 

As to dependent claim 22, "further comprising providing an indication of the right 
code to a user" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 39-51. 

As to dependent claim 23, "wherein the indication is an audible indication or a 
visible indication" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 39-51. 

As to dependent claim 24, "wherein said first portable electronic device is an 
integrated circuit card and said second portable electronic device includes an input device" 
is taught in '976 col. 6, lines 16-39. 

As to dependent claim 25, "wherein providing the second portable device include 
electromagnetically coupling the second portable device to the first portable device" is 
shown in '976 col. 6, lines 16-39 (Note the examiner interprets "electromagnetically coupling" to 
have the same meaning as "loaded into (write operation) the card via a card read/write device). 

As to dependent claim 26, wherein electromagnetically coupling the second portable 
device to the first portable device provides driving power to the second portable device" is 
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disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 16-39 (Note when a smartcard is utilized with other equipment 
"on-line modus" power is provided by the other equipment). 
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